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Give Kyiv Patriarchate a
chance to speak

Dear Editor,

It is good that Svitlana Tuchynska points out
(AUnholy Union, 0
some of the problems regarding the Moscow
Patriarchateoasal tiesl to stee
governments of Russia and Ukraine, and
especially that she notes the issues of the
faithful other than Orthodox and Catholic
Christians, who are too often overlooked in
articles about religion in Ukraine.

However, her article seems to conflate the
independent Orthodox church in Ukraine, the
Kyiv Patriarchate, and the church of the
Moscow Patriarchate, even though it is only
the latter which is pro-Moscow and creating
this fAunholy uniono
take away freedoms of worship, assembly, and
the press.

The author seems to claim that all
AOrthodoxo are guilty
materialism, but provides only examples of

actions and excesses by the Moscow
Patriarchate, such as
euro watch.

The article is also rather vague, citing

AExpertso and iSome
providing the reader any means of knowing
where this information comes from, or what it
looked like in its original form. Similarly,
Tuchynska provides figures on the number of
Buddhists and Moslems in Ukraine, but
doesnodt indicate wher
and fails to provide clear context by relating
these numbers to comparable numbers for the
Kyiv Patriarchate or the population of Ukraine.

The figure of 9 million followers for the UOC-
MP given in the photo caption is consistent
with publicly-available data, such as that
collected in the 2007 survey by the Ukrainian
Sociological Service, but in that same survey

over 14 milion Ukrainians identified
themselves as followers of the UOC-KP, while
the number of Ukrainians identifying

themselves as Muslim was noted as less than
0.1 percent of those surveyed, a number not
even comparabl e with
given by Tuchynska.

The article
clergy al mo st do
needs, sticki

sources
not
ng t

O pu

July

wi t h

serve

Academy professor of religious studies Yury
Zavhorodniy.

While | believe that | and my fellow Orthodox
clergy would do well to carefully consider
Professor

5 aimphessiorsd h any 0

omewhat omfortahle. that upiyessity
2 3[Sarofe%;/\f;r ofyre ig‘%us %t%ldfesb wouﬁl ?attge\rfn t to
po??? s peoplebdbs dAspiritual

normally assumed by those in the academic
field of religious studies.

Perhaps the fact that he is willing to go
beyond the normal limits of academia is a sign
of how deeply the professor feels about what
he perceives.

Most of all, | am troubled that this article not
only fails to mention that the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church - Kyiv Patriarchate is
Ukraineds | argest church i
se%)-i%epti[iepl ifong%lﬁﬁ é)ut Wat Irtl]ii aHtggr t o
apparently made no effort to contact the press
service of the Kyiv Patriarchate to allow them a
chance to comment. The article [cites] critics
of Orthodoxy and defenders of the Moscow
Patrifréh&eE b bt L &yle vAcE GronP f
Ukrainebs | argest Ort hodox
spoken to the Kyiv Patriarchate,] Tuchynska
P a fmhy] RaleCthen Kebn' durbriséd So fiddPthaf O O
there are Orthodox who are trying to build an
honest church in a free Ukraine, and might
s uundemstgnd avhy ovev il4 mmdliant Ukrainians
choose to call themselves followers of that
church.

| am grateful to the Kyiv Post for contributing
to the dialogue, and hope that this and future
articles will help build a Ukraine where press

t B Sefgiod atebétifees are from,
Respectfully yours,
Priest Paul Koroluk,

St. Jude Ukrainian Orthodox Mission, Tokyo

http://www.Kyivpost.com/news/opinion/letters/detail/760
12/
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