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Ukrainian Orthodox Church [and of the
Ukrainian nation] with the active participation
of t he Chur ch of
hegemony was finally removed by the
declaration of Ukrainian independence from
Russian domination in 1918, and in 1921, the
autocephaly [independence] of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church was established. One of the
bishops of this renewed independent Ukrainian
Autocephalous Orthodox Church was Bishop
loan Teodorovych, who was sent to the United
States to establish a diocese of the Ukrainian
Autocephalous Ukrainian Orthodox Church for
the new Ukrainian immigrants in America.
This diocese came to be known as The
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA [UOC-
USA] and was an integral part of the Kyivan
Church.

Although this US diocese of the Ukrainian
Autocephalous Orthodox Church continued to
flourish and grow in the West, a different fate
awaited the Mother Church in Ukraine. In
1927, the atheistic communist government of
the USSR terminated the right of the
independent Ukrainian Orthodox Church to
exist and most of its clergy were Killed or
exiled to Siberia by the Stalinist regime.
Despite the ruthless annihilation of the Mother
Church in Ukraine, the UOC-USA continued to
proclaim that it was an integral part of the
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church of
Kyiv, Ukraine and continued its ancient
Ukrainian traditions as its standard bearer.
These traditions included: conciliar structure
and government with laity participation,
election of bishops with laity participation, local
parish ownership and control of assets,
independent  parish  administration  and
government, election and dismissal of the
pastor by the parish, and membership based
upon the principles of non-coercion and
voluntary association and most importantly
autocephaly (independence) from all foreign
rule or influence by any state or other religious
patriarch or entity.

After WWII, a new wave of immigrants --
many of whom had belonged to the Ukrainian
Autocephalous Orthodox Church reestablished
during World War Il in Ukraine but once again
destroyed by the soviets -- joined the UOC-
USA including then Archbishop Mstyslav
Skrypnyk who, together with Metropolitan loan
Teodorovych and all of the clergy of the UOC-
USA continued to publicly affirm that the UOC-
USA was the continuation of the Ukrainian

Autocephalous Orthodox Church in Ukraine
and of its customs and traditions and

Con st apersistently stregsed th® undepanderics and

autocephaly and conciliar nature of the UOC-
USA.

REBIRTH IN UKRAINE

In 1989, towards the end of the existence of
the USSR, an independent Ukrainian
Autocephalous Orthodox Church was again
reborn in Ukraine. Since a diocese of the
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church
first established in 1921 continued to exist in
the USA under the leadership of now
Metropolitan Mstyslav, in order to reaffirm its
continuity to the historical  Ukrainian
Autocephalous Orthodox Church, the newly
reborn church in  Ukraine recognized
Metropolitan Mstyslav as the spiritual leader of
the entire church. On July 5, 1990,
Metropolitan Mstyslav of the UOC-USA was
elected Patriarch  of  the  Ukrainian
Autocephalous Orthodox Church at a Sobor of
the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church
in Kyiv, Ukraine. This Sobor and the attending
hierarchs (including Archbishop Constantine
and Bishop Antony of the UOC-USA
jurisdiction) acknowledged and proclaimed that
there was one world-wide Ukrainian
Autocephalous Orthodox Church with its see in
Kyiv, Ukraine, and that they were all
constituent parts of that Church.

In July of 1992, a Sobor of the Ukrainian
Autocephalous Orthodox Church was held in
Kyiv, Ukraine. This Sobor, as the highest
governing authority of the Ukrainian
Autocephalous Orthodox Church, accepted
Archbishop Filaret, formerly of the Russian
Orthodox Church, and his followers into the
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church. To
emphasize its patriarchal status, the Sobor
adopted a resolution to change the name of
the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church

to the MAUkrainian Kyvant hod o

Patriarchateo.

After the death of His Holiness Mstyslav in
1993, a Sobor of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church 1 Kyivan Patriarchate, was held in
October of that year to elect his successor.
This Sobor was attended by now Archbishop
Antony as a representative of the American
branch of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, the
jurisdiction known as the UOC-USA. He
participated in the deliberations, meetings, and
sacred rituals of the Ukrainian Orthodox
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Church 1 Kyivan Patriarchate; and he
represented the American subdivision of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church, the UOC-USA,
and was even a candidate for the position of
Patriarch. The eventual successful candidate
for the position of Patriarch was former
Ukrainian  soviet  dissident  Archbishop
Volodymyr of Ukraine. In 1995, His Holiness
Volodymyr died and Patriarch Filaret was
elected as his successor and continues to this
day as the Patriarch of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church 7 Kyivan Patriarchate and its spiritual
head.

THE ABANDONMENT

In December of 1994 after failing to become
Patriarch of Kyiv, Archbishop Antony together
with Metropolitan Constantine and other clergy
of the UOC-USA secretly entered into an
agreement with the Patriarch of the Church of
Constantinople with its see in Istanbul, Turkey
which agreement is commonly known as the
APoints of
accord, Archbishop Antony and Metropolitan
Constantine, were appointed in early 1995 to
the hierarchy of the Turkish based Church of
Constantinople, were given Greek bishopric
titles of that church [Metropolitan Constantine
became known as Constantine of Irinoupolis
and Archbishop Antony assumed the title of
Anthony of Hierapolis], and were no longer
recognized as bishops of a Ukrainian
autocephalous  (independent)church  thus
becoming clerics of a church distinctly
separate, foreign and different from the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of which over its
history the UOC-USA claimed to be an integral
component. The Patriarch of the Turkish
based Church of Constantinople now claims
the UOC-USA is an administrative part of the
Church of Constantinople and the bishops of
the UOC-USA are now under the direct control
of the Ecumenical Patriarch. The hierarchs of
the UOC-USA now recognize the Patriarch of
Constantinople as their primate hierarch and
not the Patriarch of Kyiv and All Ukraine.

Historically, newly independent nations, such
as Bulgaria, Romania or Poland for example,
have established their own independent
(autocephalous) Orthodox Church whose
independent status is recognized by other
Orthodox churches and civil governments. As
such, Ukraine, now as an independent state, is
also entitled to have an Orthodox church with
such full self-governing status. However,
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Russia has historically worked very intensely

to prevent such standing from being
recognized for the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
since such recognition would reinforce

Ukraineds
as a separate and distinct nation. An
independent Ukrainian Orthodox Church would
al so endanger
exclusive ancestral roots to Kyivan Rus and its
Orthodoxy. Needless to say, the existence of
an independent Ukraine runs directly counter
to the centuries old policy interests of Moscow.

In 1995, this Russian fear of Ukrainian
independence was most aptly expressed by
the Patriarch of Moscow who, in a formal
communiqué, strongly guestioned
Constantinopl ebs
hierarchy of the UOC-USA; Metropolitan
Constantine, Archbishop Antony and other
clergy. In a little known formal document,
Protocol 937 issued in 1995, the Patriarch of
Const ntlnople officially and un quwo lly
a&surgd Utht I\foéc %’&nar@n that Cf}
absorption of the UOC-USA hierarchs into the
Church of Constantinople would permanently
prevent the former UOC-USA hierarchs and
clergy from advocating any independence
(autocephaly) for any Ukrainian Orthodox
Church in Ukraine. Needless to say, since
1995, these former UOC-USA hierarchs and
clergy have steadfastly adhered to
Constant i noyklaieidns anda pro-i
Moscow directives and have not supported the
autocephaly of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
in Ukraine. They have even refused to appear
at Holodomor venues at which Kyivan
Patriarchate clergy were present [despite the
fact that before 1995 they were part of the
same church and celebrated the Holy Liturgy
together!] By these actions, the former UOC-
USA hierarchs have -- wittingly or unwittingly --
undermined the development of Ukraine as an
independent state.

THE LAW SUITS

From 1995, the Holy Ascension parishioners
continually questioned the propriety of
Archbishop Antony and the other hierarchs in
entering into the
Constantinople and called attention to the
extremely negative implications this agreement
had on the Ukrainian Orthodox Church and
Ukrainian statehood. The parish pointed out
that by their actions, Archbishop Antony and
the other hierarchs abandoned their positions
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in the UOC-USA jurisdiction; had no authority
to subjugate the UOC-USA to foreign rule in
absolute violation of its constitution; and
actively misled the faithful. Furthermore, the
parish emphasized that the UOC-USA
continues to be in a part of the mother church
T the Ukrainian Orthodox Church i Kyivan
Patriarchate.

In response, Archbishop Antony took various
actions against the parish and its parishioners
culminating in the institution of a litigation in
1999 whose sole aim was to silence criticism
by taking control of the Holy Ascension parish
administration and real property despite the
fact that such actions violated the age old
traditions and constitution of the UOC-USA
itself. During the course of the 1999 litigation,
the claims and defenses of Archbishop Antony
including the claims of the UOC-USA against
the parish were dismissed with prejudice. In
December of 2004, the Appellate Division of
the NJ Superior Court dismissed the remaining
claims of Archbishop
constitutional grounds thus leaving intact Holy
Ascension Parishoés co
and administration. Thereafter, the New
Jersey Supreme court refused to review this
Appellate Court decision.

In August of 2006, Archbishop Antony, now
admittedly a Hierarch of the Turkish based
Orthodox Patriarchate of Constantinople,
instituted an action and obtained a judgment
purportedly on behalf of the UOC-USA in a
Achurch courto agai
Holy Ascension Parish. The sole objective
was to again obtain the same relief that was
denied him in the 1999 civil litigation. i.e.
control of the parish real and personal property
and administration of the Parish, removal of
the individual defendant parishioners from the
Parish board and appointment of individuals
selected by Archbishop Antony. Since
Archbishop Antony invoked cannon law
against the parishioners, the parishioners
petitioned the supreme spiritual authority of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Kyiv, Ukraine,
His Holiness Patriarch Filaret, as to his verdict
on t he purported
instituted by Archbishop Antony. On October
24th, 2006, His Holiness Patriarch Filaret
decl ared t he all eged
null, void and of no effect and a violation of
cannon law.

Unable to achieve his objectives solely via
the alleged Achurch
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again sued the parishioners in civil court. The
trial court
complaint - again on constitutional grounds.
This decision was affirmed in August, 2009 by
the Appellate Division of the NJ Superior Court
in a strongly worded unanimous opinion which
very clearly recognized the rights of the parish
to its own assets and administration. The
UOC-USA attempted to have the matter
reviewed by the Supreme Court of New Jersey
but its request was denied on December 15,

2009, again, leaving intact Holy Ascension
Pari shos contr ol ove
administration and its historic loyalty to

Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Kyiv, Ukraine.
IMPLICATIONS FOR THE FUTURE

The implication of this 10 year long legal
saga is that Holy Ascension Parish -- and
others in the UOC-USA -- can successfully
defend their parish rights to their own property
and administration; to remain steadfast in their

hlﬁ';gﬁb goyalgkraa}gi) Befxl éo the Mather

resist the

ntr dmpo&éqp% C}f thq fpr@er Q:W%s of tlge U%)

em into re
Church in

USA designed to force
against their Orthodox Mother
Ukraine and its Patriarch.

This consequence will become more critical
in the light of recent developments within the
Church of Constantinople which now claims
the UOC-USA as its administrative subunit. In
November of 2009, The Ecumenical
Paﬁlqrqute r&aa Idem:mqerqlgrgrq II ogf ]its
bishops [presumably including Metropolitan
Constantine of Irinoupolis and Archbishop
Antony of Hierapolis and Bishop Daniel of
Pamphilon] that they surrender part of their
diocesan or parish real property to the
Patriarch of Constantinople. Moreover, the
Ecumenical Patriarchate is reorganizing its
North American church administration and
there is evidence that UOC-USA governance
will become directly subject to an intermediary
bishop appointed by a Turkish based Church
vitiating the role of the UOC-USA Sobor in
total contradiction of the UOC-USA
If tt’gscopclur it would

morph  spiritual dlsloyalty of former
hierarchs of the UOC-USA |nto outright

A c mﬁaftl%s% betr ygl L?f th kraglgn wangﬁagts

o for over 0 years toilled to build churches
and institutions with the belief that they - the
parishioners - would be in control of their
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e flwzriic Yt eIrRowRAw I o For me,
19zJwy JJ1JtdrrRAW w 1t RrRe [ wl r thg Russian language is
10: 00 Tc@®aetp Miso j dzdzO [ ' Isktce ' ‘whe unstoppable flow of Ukrainian blood
10665 Co'-sdd wu[ ¢ wuIifuo spilled by our _ \
1t L)1 R nel der Rusmwhoabcordlnght@ro
1'"H 9:00 Wt 11:00 ¢&tsH(dded m@b&@'”hqf%"ag%dﬁ the
qsd3;tsdzq: &z0 EL MWOOD CEMET E Koynger brother this blood we,

il Ukrainians, have written our
llc sed [ RO 1rrwfc history. And when we read our bloody
11E)l g)g)ord;sta LBy J s s | dadzO g history, we have to
0Ok 0 1 OkOSdHO L f tsd3c§§< g@ datives av';gspg dfhréhe question: why
fr]ljtsuddzd.-. f Ot OW * W dz.
1'ff) U &S Bo dad T s'Hl]’tGOa e,latFe qﬁsl}pllpgdnsizp?mgled t he
uy dzl dzd2 ) sdi3d dzOcdz’ dzd2 [ B H. For me
1" H 1:00 Hfs 3:00 ' oHdgw qs@qm%g@%sm Ldped 7

dz0 AlrRyiwotw elcuvladl o171t LuQobbery committed in broad daylight before

the eyes of the

T— S — — entire civilized world: the co-opting of the
: ?}; - - name of a neighbouring
t 3 country ( Ky i v a rUkrRine} and its

inclusion in all the maps of the
worldby suppl anting the term
of Muscovyo with the
words fARussian Empireo (
For me
the Russian language is
the condemnation and anathema proclaimed
by the
Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church
against the fAnewfthkeyi van b
Ukrainian theologians Petro Mohyla, Kyrylo
Stavrovetsky-Tranquillon, and Simeon
Polotsky (1690).
For me,
the Russian language is
the deliberate burning of all the original
R _ Ukrainian hi_storical annals, _
%@m&pimcmo thellterary_h eritage of ,theyi van I
Ao | csTiono treaties of hetmans Bohdan

QmaM nepenae!

pyel/lq)lna Lllg- historilggllr nr:]eemory.
rEHOLlMA. @lepa the Rusmguage is

the ukase issued by Tsar Peter I, prohibiting

Khmelnytsky and Ivan Vyhovskyd our

For those friends of yours . the printing of books .
_ in the Ukrainian language and the excision
that still of passages from
.. liturgical books.
wonder why Ukrainians For me
resent the Russians... the Russian language is
the crucifixion of Ukraine. It is the millions of
Here is the opinion of one Ukrainian patriot, bones of Ukrainian Cossack prisoners of
Oleh Chornohuz, with which no other war, which are I|tera}IIy immured in the
patriot could possibly disagree: foundations of
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St. Petersburg, the capital of Muscovy the closure of Ukrainian Sunday schools for

(1703); the all-out massacre adults
of the Ukrainian population (over 17,000 men, in the Russian Empire (1862).
women and children) For me
of Baturyn, the capital of the Ukrainian the Russian language is
Cossack Hetmanate, after the circular issued by Peter Valuev, tsarist
the Battle of Poltava (1709); the devastation Russiabs Chief of Gendart
of Zaporozhian Sich Cossack banned the printing of spiritual and popular-
outposts; and the use of Ukrainian forced educational books in the Ukrainian
laborers on the White Sea Canal and other language becausefit her e never was,
artificial channels. and never will be a
For me, separate Ukrai nig8en | angu
the Russian language is 1876).
the command issued by Tsar Peter lll to For me,
rewrite, from Ukrainian into Russian, the Russian language is
all government decrees and regulations. the declaration of Dmitry Tolstoy, tsarist
For me, Russiads education min
the Russian language is iThe goaldfthe education of all
the decree issued by Tsarina Catherine II, foreigners should be their
forbidding instruction in the compl et e Rus(@870.i cati onbo
Ukrainian language at the Kyiv-Mohyla For me
Academy (1753). the Russian language is
For me, the Ems Ukase of Tsar Alexander Il, which
the Russian language is banned Ukrainian performances, the singing
the closure of Ukrainian schools attached of Ukrainian songs, and even the printing of
to regimental Cossack offices music
and the uninterrupted spilling of Ukrainian notes accompanied by Ukrainian-language
blood by the bayonets of texts (1876).
their Muscovite Abrothersod (1775)FEorme,
For me, the Russian language is
the Russian language is the prohibition against the translation of
At he c¢ongue andthedubjugatidner i a Russian literature into Ukrainian

of the Cri meaosiaf playirighi e f r o randfha lsan on publishing Ukrainian
Al exander Griboedovds play Woehiflrdme MW§L892)b ask s
promotedby Russi ads poets and pai nt eFosme

For me, the Russian language is
the Russian language is the closure by tsarist Rus
the sentiment expressedbyRus si a6s pr e Petr Stolypin of all
eminent poet Alexander Pushkin: Ukrainian cultural centers, associations, and
i Hu mkhyself, O Caucasus, for Yermolov is printing houses; the
coming. o prohibition against giving lectures in
For me Ukrainian and organizing any
the Russian language is kind of non-Russian clubs.
the deportation of the larger and smaller For me
nations of the Muscovite Empire the Russian language is
tofunexpl ored Si ber i a. oOtheresolution passed by the 7th Noble
For me, Assembly in Moscow concerning the
the Russian language is exclusivity of Russian-language education and
the intensification of the brutal persecution of the inadmissibility of
the Ukrainian language and culture in the using other languages of instruction in
19th century, as exemplified by the prohibition schools throughout
of the the Russian Empire (1911).
finest works of Ukrainian writers. For me,
For me, the Russian language is

the Russian language is
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the interdiction against commemorating the the Russian language is
100th anniversary of UlkemdliomseBUkrainian refugees who fled

national poet Taras Shevchenko and the to the West before the second
liquidation of the Ukrainian press (1914). Soviet invasion of western Ukraine (1943).
For me, For me,
the Russian language is the Russian language is
the Russification campaign in western Ukraine, the wholesale deportation of the Chechens
the prohibition on Ukrainian and Ingushetians from
letters, education, and the church (1914- their native lands during the Second World
1916). War.
For me, For me,
the Russian language is
the Russian language is the complete assimilation of the peoples of
the occupation of Ukraine by the Russian the Muscovite Empire,
Bolsheviks and their red terror, organized be it tsarist, communist, or post-Soviet.
by Lenin, Trotsky, and Stalin. For me
For me, the Russian language is
the Russian language is t he p lteekdlgstaughter, hang, drown,
the summary executions of Ukrainian and exile tHesse®do06khokh
civilians in Kyiv by the cutthroats the derogatory term with which our
led by Soviet commander Mikhalil Aifr at eeghbard, the Russians,
Muravev simply because they spoke refer to Ukrainians.
Ukrainian and some were wearing Ukrainian For me,
embroidered shirts (1918). the Russian language is
For me, the political assassinations of the finest
the Russian language is sons of my nation not only in
the phenomenon of cannibalism during the Ukraine but outside its borders.
first and second of the three famines that took For me,
place in Ukraine in the the Russian language is
twentieth century (1921, 1932-33). Siberia, Kolyma, the Solovetsky Islands,
For me, and the hundreds of other death camps
the Russian language is in the Soviet GULAG, where the most
the genocide, known as the Holodomor, brilliant Ukrainian
which killed at least 10 million intellectuals of the twentieth centuryd poets,
Ukrainian peasants, the finest farmers in the including blind ones,
world, as Stalin informed Churchill during a writers, scholars, academicians, scientists,
conversation by indicating all and clergymen, bishops, and archbishops)
the fingers of his two hands (1933). met their untimely end.
For me, For me,
the Russian language is the Russian language is
a crime without punishment. It is the Stalin- 21 January 1978, the day that Oleksa Hirnyk
ordered deaths of tens of thousands of from the city of Kalush went to the gravesite of
my innocent countrymen in the first days of Ukraineds national poet T
the Second World War in the park named after in Kaniv,
the Soviet Russian writer Maxim where he scattered a thousand handwritten
Gorky in my native city of Vinnytsia. leaflets protesting the Russification of the
For me, Ukrainian people. Then he doused himself
the Russian language is with gas and raised a lighter to his chest.
the poorly clothed, fed, and armed Ukrainian Hirnykoés death marked t he
troops who were used of the Asingle Soviet
as cannon fodder during World War Two to For me,
fend off the Nazi occupiers, who were the Russian language is
armed to the teeth; ditto for the Soviet war in VladimirPut i nés notorious pl
Afghanistan. eradicate the -&dhechensé
For me, struggle for independence: AWedl |l get

Ilomicna Yxpaiucoka Ilpasocnasna Llepkea Kuiecvkozo Ilampiapxamy ¢ CIIIA  04.03.2010 Pix X1 Yucno 267 c.22



anywhered if we find them sitting in the
outhouse, we wil | rub them
For me,
the Russian language is
the executions of Ukrainian patriots who
stood up for their right to speak and write
in Ukrainian.
For me,
the Russian language is
the language of a fascist, aracist, a
chauvinistd and my bitterest enemy.
For me,
the Russian language is
the continuing threats made by the Putins,
Zhirinovskys, Zatulins, and Luzhkovs
of Russia to launch pre-emptive nuclear
strikes at Ukraine.
For me,
the Russian language is
the continuing cruelty and disrespect shown to
my nation by the
installation or maintenance of monuments
honoring the tsarist and Soviet oppressors
of Ukraine (2008).
For me,
the Russian language is
the language of an oppressor, a conqueror,
and an occupier.
For me, Today
the Russian language in
independent Ukraine, if Ukraine is indeed
independent, is the

out
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